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A unique carbon-bridged annulene motif—dehydroquatyrin—is

imprinted into the molecular structure of the tetraazuliporphyrin

tetracation (see picture). The macrocycle, which lies at the

intersection of annulene, carbocation, and porphyrin chemistry,

is obtained by the standard condensation of azulene and

arylaldehyde followed by oxidation. The meso positions of the

tetracation are susceptible to anionic or weak nucleophilic

attack.
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