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In veterinary medicine, sensitive and specific markers of the

early stages of renal failure still remain to be established.

Podocytes could be a promising diagnostic tool in veterinary

nephrology, especially in the differentiation of active

pathological disease and glomerulopathies. Podocin is one of

the robust proteins exploitable in detection of podocyturia. This

article presents podocyte detection in urine for diagnostic

purposes in veterinary medicine using a variety of methods. We

describe the advantages and disadvantages of the

immunohistochemical technique currently used, and of

scanning microscopy, chromatography, and immunostaining.

The identification of podocin-positive cells is a promising

diagnostic tool in the detection of the early stages of glomerular

basement membrane damage. The detection of renal failure

prior to the occurrence of azotaemia is of high clinical

importance from the clinical and scientific points of view.
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